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PRE-BID MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
 
PROJECT LOCATION:  Brooke County, West Virginia 
 
ENGINEER’S PROJECT #: 010-01233 
 
DATE OF CONFERENCE: Tuesday, September 26, 2023, at 10:00 A.M., EDT 
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200 Municipal Plaza 
Weirton, WV 26062 

      
 
 



 
 

PRE-BID MINUTES 
 
 

I. Introductions 

• Butch Mastrantoni: Utilities Director 

• Jasen Havens: Assistant Utilities Director (Water) 

• Jesse Alden: Project Manager 

• Elijah Schultz: Staff Engineer 

• Ben Erste: BHJ Administrator 

II. General Project Description 

Our goal is to expand the facility’s capacity from 4.0 MGD to 8.0 MGD. New 

structures include pre-sedimentation basins (with pump station), settling train with 

rapid mixers, flocculators, and plate settlers, expansions of the filter building and 

clearwell, a third backwash decant tank, and a second sludge thickener. We will also 

be replacing existing equipment and infrastructure which has reached the end of its 

useful life. 

III. General Bidding Information 

a. General 

1. Contract #1 – WTP Upgrade 

i. Bid Opening Thursday October 26, 2023, at 11:00 AM EDT. 

ii. Bid Opening will be in the same building location as Pre-Bid 

but in Room 201. 

2. Two-Envelope System 

i. Envelope 1: Contains BOR (in blue) and Envelope 2. 

• Name and address of bidder 

• “Bid for Contract #1: Water Treatment Plant Upgrade” 

• “Weirton Area Water Board” 

ii. Envelope 2: Contains Bid Form (in yellow). 

• Place in Envelope 1. 

• Label “Bid Proposal 

 



 
 

3. Contract Time 

i. Substantial Completion: 540 days 

ii. Final Payment: 570 days 

iii. Liquidated Damages: $1,000.00/day 

b. Bid Opening Requirements: 

Blue pages, to be included in Envelope 1.  

1. Bid Submitted on Time 

2. Attended Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference 

3. Certification of receipt of all addenda to Plans/Specs 

4. Bid Bond 

5. Certification of Non-Segregated Facilities 

6. EEO Certification 

7. West Virginia Drug Free Workplace Conformance Affidavit 

8. Build America, Buy America Act Certification 

9. Disadvantaged (Small, Minority & Women’s) Business 

Enterprises Certification 

10. Copy of current WV Contractor License 

c. Bid Form: 

Yellow pages, to be included in Envelope 2. 5 LS Bid Items, including an 

allowance for chemical feed equipment. 

d. Method of Award 

Lowest responsive responsible bidder.     

IV. Details of Project 

a. Construction Sequence of Events 

See Section 011000 - Summary for a suggested sequence of events. The 

overall goal is to minimize disruptions to Owner’s ability to treat water and 

maintain operations during construction.  

b. Material and Equipment 

• Replace raw water pumps and controls. 

• Replace well pumps and controls. 

• Install new well laterals. Abandon existing in place. 



 
 

• Construct new pre-sedimentation basins with sludge removal 

equipment. Build pump station to transfer water back to main 

process. 

• Remove 4 existing air strippers. Install 8 new ones. 

• Construct new rapid mixers, flocculators, and sedimentation basins 

with common walls. Rapid mixers and flocculators will contain 

mixers. Sedimentation basins will contain plate settlers and sludge 

collection equipment. 

• Remove and replace existing filter media. 

• Expand filter building and clearwell. Install new filter units with 

media, underdrains, backwash troughs, air scour blower, and 

controls. Install curtain baffles in clearwell. 

• Modify existing filter piping.  

• Renovate existing filter building. Replace roof and windows. 

Construct an ADA access ramp. Reconfigure HVAC. 

• Remove and replace distribution and backwash pumps and piping. 

• Remove and selectively replace chemical feed equipment. Subject to 

allowance. 

• Construct new backwash decant tank with sludge removal equipment. 

• Chemical feed system upgrades.  

• Construct new sludge thickener with equipment and controls. 

• Install new sludge press in existing sludge handling building. 

• Paint existing backwater water storage tank. 

• Install sludge transfer pumps in valve vaults around site. 

• Modify site piping to accommodate new structures. 

• Integrate new equipment with existing SCADA system. 

• Upgrade site electrical service. Coordinated with First Energy. 

• Engineer’s Cost Estimate: $27,000,000.00. 

 

 



 
 

c. Existing Conditions 

Thrasher has two reports on existing subsurface conditions. The first, 

conducted by American GeoTech, covers soil conditions beneath proposed 

new structures and provides recommendations for foundations and 

dewatering. The second, conducted by Layne, a Granite Company, assesses 

the soil and hydrological conditions near the existing groundwater well. 

Waivers are available for Contractors to be provided with copies of these 

reports. 

V. Submittals 

See Section 013000 for details. Submittals will be submitted electronically via 

Submittal Exchange. However, one (1) supplemental paper copy is also required for 

submission to the Engineer. 

VI. Permits: All permits have been obtained for the project. 

a. Bureau for Public Health Permit 

b. NPDES Construction Stormwater permit 

c. EPA Categorical Exclusion 

VII. B & O Taxes/Building Permits –  

a. B&O Taxes are 2% for all costs over $100,000 

b. A City of Weirton Business License is required - $15.00 

c. A City of Weirton Building permit is required - $5/$1,000 of construction 

VIII. Addressing Questions 

Questions will only be accepted via email:  

Jesse Alden jalden@thethrashergroup.com and copy  

Elijah Schultz – eschultz@thethrashergroup.com.  

Reference Weirton Area Water Board – Contract #1: Water Treatment Plant 

Upgrade. Please cite plan sheets and specification sections relevant to your 

questions. 

IX. Addendum 

Last day for questions is 4:00 PM Friday, October 13, 2023. Final addendum will be 

sent to all plan holders by COB on October 20, 2023. 
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X. Funding Agencies 

This project is funded by a Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS) grant. 

Administered by USEPA, a loan from WVIJDC, and a grant from the WDA EEGF. 

Federal wage rates DO apply to this project. BABA requirements apply to this 

project. Weirton has requested a waiver, but EPA has not made a decision. For now, 

prepare bids assuming BABA applies. Thrasher will issue an addendum if the waiver 

is confirmed. 

XI. Brooke Hancock Jefferson Metropolitan Planning Commission 

XII. Weirton Area Water Board 

XIII. Site Visits 

a. Site Visits to be coordinated with Jasen Havens 

i. Monday – Friday; 8:00pm – 4:00pm 

ii. Contact information – 304-479-0266 

XIV. Question and Answer Session 

 



Exhibit B—Geotechnical Report Waiver. 
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EXHIBIT B - GEOTECHNICAL REPORT WAIVER 

RECEIPT, NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 
 

The undersigned, by the appropriate representative and agent, requests and hereby 
acknowledges receipt of the attached subsurface information consisting of two reports known as “Report of 
Geotechnical Exploration & Engineering Analysis” and “Test Borings for Ranney Collector Well 
Rehabilitation Planning”. These reports have been prepared by American GeoTech, Inc. and Layne, A Granite 
Company, respectively. 

The undersigned hereby agrees that none of the Weirton Area Water Board, The Thrasher 
Group, Inc., American Geotech, Inc., or Layne, A Granite Company will be held liable or responsible for any 
information contained in the soils boring reports.  The reports are being provided for information purposes 
only, and do not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information. 

By requesting and receiving the attached information, the undersigned acknowledges, agrees, 
and understands that the undersigned has been given notice as follows: 

(1) The attached information and reports are provided to the undersigned only upon the 
undersigned’s specific request. 

(2) The attached information is for informational purposes only and was not prepared for 
use by contractors in preparing bids for the subject project. 

(3) The attached information carries with it no warranties or representations as to its 
accuracy. 

(4) The attached information may lead to one or more varying conclusions about the 
subsurface conditions underlying the subject project, and the project’s owner and engineer disclaim 
responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in the attached report. 

(5) Inferences and conclusions drawn from the attached information concerning design, 
cost estimates, and any matter relating to construction of the subject project, are solely within the judgement 
and discretion of the undersigned. 

(6) Information concerning subsurface conditions derived from borings, core drillings, or 
similar techniques, such as provided in the attached reports, only reflects conditions at the drilling locations 
on the dates of drilling.  Due to geological characteristics and other subsurface conditions, the attached may 
not provide accurate or reliable information as to subsurface conditions at the site during construction and 
beyond the boring or core hole itself. 

(7) Reliance and use by the undersigned for any purpose of the attached information, or a 
portion thereof, is done by the undersigned at its option and at its risk. 

(8) This receipt will remain attached to the front outside cover of the attached information 
at all times. 

DATED this the ____________ day of _______________________, 20___. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Company or Business 

_____________________________ 
Witness 

__________________________________ 
Authorized Representative 




	20.0 C800 Exhibit B only GeoTech Waiver.pdf
	EXHIBIT B - Geotechnical Report WAIVER




